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Proudly representing the 38th Assembly District, 
which includes the communities of  Aztalan, 
Cambridge, Christiana, Concord, Deerfield, 
Farmington, Johnson Creek, Lac La Belle, Lake Mills, 
Marshall,  Medina, Milford, Oconomowoc, Okauchee, 
Rockdale, Summit, Waterloo and Watertown

-- Joel Kleefisch

As a state we must do what we can to 
help victims of stalking, domestic 
violence, human trafficking and sexual 
assault start new lives and feel safe and 
secure while doing so.

“ “

CHAMPION FOR CHILDREN
I was honored to receive the 2015 Champion for Children Award from the 
Wisconsin Coalition for Children, Youth and Families for my work in the 
legislature on a number of proposals to help Wisconsin families. We passed 
legislation to improve the lives of children, increase the safety of our 
communities and make families stronger. 
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Wisconsin State Capitol Tours
Our State Capitol building in Madison is the best in the 
nation. It has a rich history and a unique beauty that 
I encourage everyone to experience on a guided tour.  
Please let us know when you stop by. We would love to 
greet you and take a picture.

Rep Kleefisch with wife Lt. Governor 
Rebecca Kleefisch and daughters. 

Bill signing for AB 75 – Eligibility for a license to 
carry a concealed weapon for a member of the U.S. 

armed forces stationed in Wisconsin.
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All children, regardless of ability, deserve 
equal protection under the law and under 
our child welfare system.“ “

-- Joel Kleefisch

Rep Kleefisch, Lt. Governor Rebecca Kleefisch and daughter Violet 
with her 4th grade class from Meadow View Elementary School 

of Oconomowoc visiting the Capitol.
Rep Kleefisch and Rep Johnson receive 

the Champion for Children Award.
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Thank you for the honor to serve you in the State Legislature 
representing the 38th Assembly District. Every year I’m able to 
meet more of you in the district and listen to your concerns to 
address them as best I can. Most great bill ideas come from 
these interactions so please continue to contact me.My staff and I have worked diligently to tackle issues relating to adoption, protecting children and the disabled. 

Many initiatives removing government burden have made it to 
the Governor’s Desk and have been signed into law.Again, I’m honored to be representing you in the 38th Assembly District and look forward to hearing from you 

and meeting you personally.  

Sincerely,

 
Joel Kleefisch
State Representative38th Assembly District

Rep Kleefisch and Governor Walker 
during the Republican caucus.



In this 2011 file photo from Miami, more than 300 people participate in Barry Universi-ty’s first ever College Brides Walk, with many walking 7.5 miles in bridal gowns to increase awareness of domestic 
and dating violence. Many boys 
and girls describe themselves as both victims and perpetrators 

of abusive dating behavior.      Imagine trying to pay a utility bill, sign a child up for school activities, or apply for a job if you are a survivor of domestic abuse, stalking, or human trafficking. When it comes time to list an address, the fear of being harassed — or 
worse — can be paralyzing.

     While the four of us don’t always agree, there is one thing we can all get behind: the 
safety of survivors of domestic abuse, stalking, and human trafficking. We are pleased to join a bipartisan group of 19 senators and 41 representatives 

who have introduced legis-lation to strengthen privacy 

Sens. Fitzgerald and Shilling and Reps. 
Kleefisch and Taylor: Bipartisan effort aims 
to protect survivors of domestic abuse 

Rep Kleefisch reading to a third grade class during the 
“Leaders as Readers” Lake Mills School event.

ADVOCATING FOR CHILDREN 
WITH DISABILITIES
At the behest of several advocates, we passed legislation 
that will require the Department of Children and Families to 
develop and implement model procedures for investigations 
of abuse and neglect involving children with disabilities. 
After learning such procedures do not exist, I felt it 
absolutely necessary for our state to ensure we have the 
tools needed to listen to those who cannot communicate in 
a traditional way. 

HELPING ADOPTIVE FAMILIES
Last summer I was honored to co-chair a legislative study 
committee aimed at improving adoption practices in 
Wisconsin. After over 200 hours of work, our study 
committee unanimously proposed the Adoption Protection 
Package, which is a series of bills that will help make 
adoption safer and provide adoptive families with 
more resources.
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Any delay in saving a child is unacceptable and we have a duty to do what we can, 
within the scope of the constitution, to overcome that delay and find alternative 
solutions.

“ “

-- Joel Kleefisch

Kleefisch, Wanggaard 

present bill to combat child 

pornography 
State Rep. Joel Kleefisch, R-Oconomowoc, and Sen. Van Wanggaard, 

R-Racine joined Attorney General Brad Schimel to announce their efforts 

to combat child pornography and sexual exploitation through legislation 

modeled after “Alicia’s Law,” which would provide a dedicated stream 

of revenue for Wisconsin’s Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force 

(ICAC).
     Kleefisch and Wanggaard submitted legislation which would create a 

Kleefisch, Johnson introduce legislation to combat gun violence MADISON - State Rep. Joel Kleefisch, R-Oconomowoc and State Rep. LaTonya Johnson, D-Milwaukee, took a stand against illegal gun vio-lence by introducing proposed legislation that will impose mandatory minimum sentenc-es for violent felons caught in possession of a firearm.This legislation comes at a time when gun violence 

across the state has reached epidemic proportions, and law enforcement is scrambling to ensure swift and certain justice, according to a press release issued by Kleefisch. This is a first step towards helping Wisconsin’s most embattled communities fight back against the violent and the reckless, he said.     “I strongly support the 

Kleefisch bills helpneedy families; keep lakes safe
MADISON - The state Assembly voted unani-mously on April 14 to advance Assembly Bill 47 and Assembly Bill 107, both authored by Rep. Joel Kleefisch (R-Oconomowoc). Assembly Bill 47 changes the membership requirements for the state’s Lake Management District Boards, and As-sembly Bill 107 establishes a program for hunters to donate harvested wild turkey.     “Assembly Bill 47 will provide municipalities all across the state the flexibility they need to effectively manage the Lakes in their commu-

Kleefisch awarded 
for effort on behalf 
of children
MADISON - This week, state Rep. Joel Kleefisch, 

R-Oconomowoc, was presented with the 2015 

Champion for Children award from the Wisconsin 

Coalition for Children, Youth and Families.

Over the past three years, Kleefisch has worked 

tirelessly to pass bipartisan legislation aimed at im-

proving adoption outcomes throughout Wisconsin.

The Wisconsin Coalition for Children, Youth and 

Families supports foster families and adoptive 

families by connecting them with any resources 

they need to succeed. The coalition works to 

bring together families, government agencies and 

3 Kleefisch-authored bills moving forward through legislature
MADISON - A trio of bills authored by state Rep. Joel Kleefisch R - Oconomowoc, advanced through portions of the state Legislature Tuesday including: 

A bipartisan turkey tale: 

Hunting in Wisconsin bridges 

the political divide 

Sen. Lena Taylor and her son Isaiah show off the turkeys they harvested. 

     A Republican, a Democrat and a teenage boy walk into a turkey blind. 

They walk out with Thanksgiving dinner and, for two of them, a newly 

forged connection with Wisconsin’s hunting heritage. 

     It all started when state Sen. Lena Taylor, D-Milwaukee, ran into 

Republican Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch at a women in government 

event. Taylor mentioned that she and her 16-year-old son, Isaiah, 

Governor approves Kleefisch’s bill this week

Rep. Joel Kleefisch (R-Ocono-mowoc) has been awarded the 2015 Champion for Children award from the Wisconsin Coalition for Children, Youth and Families for his work to pass bipartisan legislation to improve adoption outcomes in Wisconsin.

The Wisconsin Coalition for Children, Youth and Families supports foster families and adoptive families by connect-ing them with any resources they need. The coalition uses a collaborative team approach with government agencies and providers. 

Last year, Kleefisch and Rep. LaTonya Johnson (D-Milwau-kee) pushed for improvements to the state’s six post adoption resource centers, which hadn’t seen budget increases since the 
mid-1990s.      “Investing in post adop-tion care will save taxpayers Kleefisch calls 

Sportsmen’s 
Caucus a success 
Earlier this week, the Wisconsin Sportsmen’s 

Caucus hosted its inaugural reception at the state 

capitol. The event was sponsored by the caucus’s 

four co-chairs, state Rep. Joel Kleefisch, R-Ocono-

mowoc, Rep. Nick Milroy, D-Superior, Sen. Terry 

Moulton, R- Chippewa Falls, and Sen. Mark Miller, 

D-Monona.
     The event was hailed as a success, Kleefisch 

said. More than 40 members attended the lunchtime 

reception, where they had the chance to try wild 

boar and venison sausage.

     The reception marks the first event for the newly 

Rep Kleefisch with daughters Ella Rose and Violet.

Chairman Rep Kleefisch and Melissa Schmidt of the Legislative 
Council deliberate during a Criminal Justice hearing.

Isaiah Taylor, Senator Lena Taylor, Matt Werner, Rep Kleefisch 
and Karina Werner out bipartisan turkey hunting! 

SAFE AT HOME
Along with democratic colleagues, we developed 
legislation to implement an address confidentiality 
program for victims of domestic violence, human trafficking 
and sexual assault. Victims of these horrific crimes deserve 
the opportunity to establish a residence without the 
constant fear that their attacker knows right where to find 
them. The Safe at Home program is a proactive approach 
to public safety that will help Wisconsin keep individuals 
safe from those who are most likely to reoffend.

Rep. Joel Kleefisch, of 

Oconomowoc, behind multiple 

bipartisan bills in legislature

Legislation from Rep. Joel Kleefisch (R-Oconomowoc) has recently 

received favorable votes in the state legislature. Several bills, called the 

Adoption Protection Package, that Kleefisch and a bipartisan committee 

helped to produce are scheduled for a vote on the senate floor. Photo 

By Tom Lynn

The past week has been a good one for legislation proposed by Rep. Joel 

Kleefisch (R-Oconomowoc).

Press conference for AB 666 – Administrative subpoena for 
investigating Internet crimes against children (Alicia’s Law).


