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January 31, 2018 

DEQ Upper Peninsula District Office WRD 

1507 W. Washington Street 

 Marquette, MI 49855 

 

Attn: Back Forty Mine 

Dear Michigan DEQ: 

I represent Wisconsin’s 36th Assembly District, which includes the Wisconsin border that runs 

along the Menominee River from Niagara down to Marinette.  I also represent the Menominee 

Indian Tribe. I write to you today with my concerns with the Aquila Resources’ wetland permit 

application for the Back Forty Mine. 

For the past 18 months I’ve been discussing this project with the Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources, meeting with environmental groups, attending community meetings, and 

listening to the concerns of the Menominee Tribe.  With every contact I become more certain 

that the Back 40 Mine isn’t in the best of interest of my constituents who would be directly 

impacted by this project.  I share their concerns regarding the impact the project will have on 

them directly, on those who live downstream from my district, the overall health of the aquatic 

life in the river, and the possible destruction of sacred sites of the Menominee Indian Tribe. This 

session, I co-authored Assembly Joint Resolution 69, in opposition to the mine.   

Specifically, with relation to the wetland permit, Aquila’s application doesn’t sufficiently 

alleviate the many concerns the public has consistently expressed related to sulfide mining in or 

near a wetland.  Any possible pollution could be devastating to human and aquatic life.  Further, 

Aquila hasn’t satisfactorily demonstrated (under Michigan regulations) that the project is 

primarily dependent upon being located in the wetland, or there are no possible alternatives that 

could lessen an impact to wetlands.  

The Menominee River is an important shared water body between our two states.  The decisions 

one state makes directly impacts the other.  While the project is physically located on the 

Michigan side of river, the DEQ’s decision directly impacts my constituents who live a 100 

yards from the mine location.  My constituents’ fears about pollution, declining property values, 

noise, etc. are very real and they are left with little discourse simply because of their address.   

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my comments regarding the Aquila Wetland Permit 

application.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 


