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Global Warming Bill Update: Plans Continue on Revised Bill

As noted in previous Hot Air Repots, Governor Doyle’s global warming bill (the so called “Clean
Energy Jobs Act’”) has not gone away just because some opposition has developed among
Democrats. On Thursday the Daily Reporter quoted Rep. Jim Soletski, one of the co-authors of the
original bill, as stating that a revised bill (known as a substitute amendment) will be ready “soon.”
He also said he does not expect the substitute amendment will be given public hearings, but instead
will be sent directly to the Senate and Assembly committees for executive sessions, and then
scheduled for floor votes. This is normal procedure for substitute amendments.

That means the bill could be before the full Assembly and Senate for a floor vote in either the week
of April 9" or 16™. Supporters of the bill have been quoted as saying they want a bill on the
Governor’s desk for his signature by Earth Day, which is April 22",

I expect the substitute amendment to still contain the requirement that utilities in Wisconsin produce
25% of their electricity from renewable resources by 2025. Since our state is currently producing
about 5% of our electricity from renewables, look for a lot more expensive windmill-produced
electricity if such a revision of the global warming bill passes.

It’s not known what other onerous provisions of the original bill may remain in the substitute
amendment or what other “compromises” may be offered. Rep. Soletski stated that the nuclear
energy section of the bill will be changed. Behind the scenes negotiations are reported to be
ongoing.

I will be letting you know if and when a substitute amendment is introduced as soon as it is out.
That will be the time to really let committee members and other legislators know what you think
about a job-killing, electric rate-raising bill that will do absolutely nothing to benefit Wisconsin’s
climate or anyone else’s. | believe it may still be possible to stop this bill before it comes to the full
Legislature.

More Chilling Statistics

Just in case anyone really thinks it is necessary to pass a law with the express purpose of making
our climate colder, consider the following statistic. The National Weather Service reﬁorted that
Madison had at least one inch of snow on the ground continuously from December 7™ through
March 10", a string of 93 consecutive days. That ties for the seventh longest such streak in
Madison ’s weather history that goes back over 100 years.



What is interesting about this statistic is that of the seven longest continuous stretches of snow on
the ground reported at Madison, three have come in the last ten years. Proponents of man-induced
global warming will often use trends in this sort of statistic (length of ice cover on lakes, length of
growing season, etc.) to try to make their case that the planet is overheating. Don’t look for them to
talk about this one.

Access all my reports online, at: http://www.legis.state.wi.us/assembly/asm23/news/media.htm.
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