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 The Crumbling Global Warming Consensus 
 
“No one can seriously argue anymore that global warming isn’t happening and that human activity 
isn’t a significant part of the cause.”  The Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel editorial, 2/11/2007 
 
“…there is adequate evidence from observations and interpretations of climate simulations to 
conclude that the atmosphere, oceans and land surface are warming; that humans have significantly 
contributed to this change; and that further climate change will continue to have important impacts on 
human societies…”  The American Meteorological Society Statement on Climate Change, 2/1/2007 
 
“Executive Order 191 accepts the substantial scientific consensus that exists that climate change is 
occurring and that human activity, particularly the burning of fossil fuels, is a major contributor to 
such change.”  Final Report of Governor Jim Doyle’s Global Warming Task Force, July 2008 
 
Based on these and similar statements, Wisconsin Democrats are poised to act on a massive 174 page 
bill misnamed the “Clean Energy Jobs Act.”  In reality, the purpose of the bill is all about fighting 
global warming and is based on Governor Doyle’s Global Warming Task Force Report.  If passed, this 
legislation will have a serious and detrimental impact on Wisconsin’s economy. 
 
Despite the rhetoric, there is not scientific consensus that humans cause global warming.  Regardless, 
science does not advance by simple “consensus.”  Science advances through the scientific method; by 
observing, questioning, testing and attempting to replicate results.   Ongoing revelations show the 
global warming proponents have been using sloppy and improper research techniques. 
 
First, there is Climategate, the series of leaked e-mails from the Climate Research Unit of the 
University of East Anglia.  Leading climate scientists took part in practices ranging from questionable 
to unethical, and some are the subject of ongoing investigations.  The scientists are major contributors 
to the International Panel of Climate Change (IPCC) Reports, often cited by those who accept man-
induced global warming as fact. 
 
Subsequent revelations by the UK Telegraph have thrown further doubt on the validity of the latest 
IPCC Report.   The 2007 Report contains errors concerning Himalayan Glacier melting, stating the 
glaciers will disappear by 2035, about three hundred years earlier than the standard accepted view.  
Other errors include statements that one-half of the Netherlands is below sea level, as well as 
inaccurate data on the potential to use wave energy to produce electricity.   
 
The errors always seem to favor the conclusion that humans are causing global warming and that the 
future is alarmingly grim.  How did the errors get into an esteemed international report?  The 



Telegraph found that the IPCC, which claims to only rely on peer reviewed studies, also used 
statements from a number of student masters theses, two of which were never published.  Other data 
sources include information that was incorrectly attributed to a commercial wave energy website, as 
well as newsletters and press releases. 
 
According to The Sunday Times, some of the misinformation in the IPCC Report has also come from 
environmental advocacy groups, which apparently misinterpreted original studies.  The IPCC then 
used the incorrect interpretations in their report.  For example, the World Wildlife Federation stated 
that 40% of our rain forests would disappear due to global warming, but the research they cited 
actually stated that rainforest loss would occur through logging. 
 
The IPCC isn’t the only major organization now under scrutiny.  The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) temperature data has routinely been showing a warming 
Atmosphere.  Last year NOAA released a report stating that 2000-2009 was the warmest decade on 
record.   
 
But an investigation by two meteorologists published on the Science and Public Policy Institute 
website indicates that NOAA has been removing weather stations from their data set since 1990.  Is it 
any surprise the stations removed included those at higher elevations, higher latitudes and in rural 
areas?  Removing stations from cooler areas gives the average temperature data a warming bias. 
 
Common sense forces one to conclude that, at best, some of the preeminent proponents of human-
induced global warming conducted sloppy research, or at worst, acted dishonestly.  Regardless of the 
cause of the errors, enacting laws based on their conclusions is pure recklessness. 
 
Unfortunately, supporters of bill in Wisconsin show no signs of backing off.  Two public hearings have 
been held and three more are planned for February 10th, 11th and 15th, in Madison. 
 
Contact your State Representative or State Senator if you oppose enacting a law to fight global 
warming based on the conclusions of dishonest, sloppy or incomplete research.  Contact your 
representatives if you oppose legislation that will have serious ramifications on our economy, creating 
significantly higher energy prices, creating a huge bureaucracy and destroying jobs in our state. 
 
If you have friends or relatives that live in districts with Democrat legislators, it is especially important 
that they call those representatives, since they are the legislators in favor of the global warming bill.  
You can find your legislators at www.legis.state.wi.us/. 
 
The Legislature is only in session for five more weeks, and will not return until 2011.  There is still 
time to save Wisconsin from a law that will have terrible economic consequences and produce no 
measurable benefit to our climate. 
 
Access all my reports online, at:  http://www.legis.state.wi.us/assembly/asm23/news/media.htm.  
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