
 
 

October 29, 2009 
 

Rhetoric Continues amidst Colder Temperatures, Higher Rates 
 
This week we take a break from Governor Doyle’s Global Warming Task Force and consider 
some recent developments on the issue of global warming. 
 
Rising Rates 
 
The Milwaukee-Journal Sentinel reported that over 100 people showed up at Serb Hall last week 
to complain about WE Energies’ request for a seven percent rate increase.  Rates will increase 
even more under a federal cap and tax (trade) law or under state legislation based on 
Governor Doyle’s Global Task Force recommendations.   
 
Many proponents of “fighting climate change” now blame any change in climate on man’s use of 
fossil fuels.  In reality, the scientific community doesn’t fully understand climate change and 
research should continue.  There is even disagreement among researchers who believe in man-
induced global warming over what temperature trends will look like over the next few decades. 
 
Passing laws that will mandate more expensive energy and other expensive policies will hurt 
Wisconsin’s manufacturing based economy and will have no impact on the Earth’s climates.   
 
The warming rhetoric continues 
 
As reported by the Associated Press last week, British Prime Minister Gordon Brown warned 
that if an agreement isn’t reached at the December climate summit in Copenhagen it will be too 
late to stop the damage from unchecked emissions.  In the Prime Minister’s own words:  “If we 
falter, the Earth itself will be at risk.”  
 
Also, the United States Global Change Research Program, which coordinates federal research on 
climate change, published a 2009 report on climate change impacts in the U.S.  The key findings 
stated:  “Climate-related changes are already observed in the United States and its coastal 
waters. These include increases in heavy downpours, rising temperatures and sea level, rapidly 
retreating glaciers, thawing permafrost, lengthening growing seasons, lengthening ice-free 
seasons in the oceans and on lakes and rivers, earlier snow melt and alterations in river flows.  
These changes are projected to grow.” 
 
 
 



Yet it has been unusually cold 
 
The very cool summer across much of the central and northern parts of the United States has 
been followed by a very chilly start to October.  Madison reported its coolest July on record, 
followed by its second coldest start to an October.  The beginning of the month was the coldest 
on record in Lincoln Nebraska, with temperatures more like early December.  Similar reports 
have come in from other U.S. cities.  If that weren’t enough, some ski resorts in Nevada and 
Colorado reported their earliest openings and students in Idaho enjoyed their earliest snow day 
on record. 
 
Reuters News Service reports that the 2009 Atlantic hurricane season has been the quietest in the 
last ten years, with sea surface temperatures two degrees cooler than the 2004 season.  
Remember Al Gore warning that Hurricane Katrina was due to global warming and more intense 
storms would form in subsequent seasons?  It hasn’t happened. 
  
Even BBC News recently published an article entitled, “What Happened to Global Warming?” 
questioning why there hasn’t been any warming the last eleven years.  
 
Finally, we’ve been told the most dangerous warming has been happening over the Arctic.  
Guess what?  The New York Times reported this month that much of the melted Arctic ice has 
refrozen.  There has been a substantial expansion of second year ice, which will thicken even 
more over the coming winter.  This thickening was not predicted by supposed “sea ice 
specialists.” 
 
Access all my reports online, at: http://www.legis.state.wi.us/assembly/asm23/news/media.htm. 
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