
                
 

August 6th, 2009 
 

What About All Those “Green Jobs?” 
 
One of the favorite story lines of proponents of global warming legislation is that an incredible number 
of new jobs will be created, supposedly offsetting the added costs the legislation will impose.  Here are 
two examples: 
 

- In a press release issued at the Governors’ Global Climate Summit last fall, Governor Jim 
Doyle stated, “This trip is an opportunity to strengthen important relationships with business 
and government officials…and develop climate change strategies that will save us money, 
create jobs, help secure our world and improve our air and water.”  (emphasis added)    

 
- In the August issue of The American Legion, Congressman Bruce Braley (D-Iowa) writes:  

“The American Clean Energy and Securities Act makes the change we need in our energy 
policy, creating millions of jobs and reducing our dependence on foreign oil-all while taking 
on climate change.”  (emphasis added) 

 
So what jobs are they talking about, and why no specifics?  The answer can be found in places like 
California, where the passage of the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 required the creation of 
151 new state positions at a cost of $35 million.  These new positions are fully funded by tax dollars 
and are nothing more than a drag on the state’s economy.  Unfortunately these new jobs were more 
than offset by job losses in other sectors.  In January, The Wall Street Journal reported that since the 
passage of the Climate Solutions Act, California has led the nation in job losses in anticipation of the 
new imposed mandates.  
 
This quote from the March 2009 issue of Wisconsin Lawyer magazine sheds more light on where the 
“green jobs” will appear, “Regulated companies will need lawyers to monitor, report, and verify 
carbon credits, make trades, conduct due diligence…and find locations for new clean energy projects.”  
These are added costs that will be passed onto consumers in the form of higher prices, and again, no 
products are created by these jobs.  Instead of spending money in productive areas of the economy, we 
will spend it on bureaucracy.  
 
It is interesting to note that environmentally friendly business practices are already occurring without 
expensive global warming legislation.  Considering how fast windmills have been springing up around 
Wisconsin lately, it seems there must already be quite a few factories in operation that produce wind 
mills.  How many more jobs will be created in this industry by passing global warming mandates?   



 
How about more construction jobs to put up new buildings with more energy efficient features?  In a 
recent conversation with a builder specializing in energy efficiency, I was told that many new 
buildings are being constructed with these features because the added cost is eventually recovered 
through energy savings.  The market is taking care of energy efficiency without passing new laws or 
creating new bureaucracies. 
 
It seems most of the supposed millions of new “green jobs” that will be created by passing global 
warming laws will be either government sector jobs supported by your tax dollars or jobs that are 
required to comply with the new mandates.  If Governor Doyle has his way, Wisconsin will likely see 
a huge new bureaucracy created within the Department of Natural Resources, solely to ensure that 
industry complies with the new state imposed mandates.   
 
“Green jobs” cost a lot of money, and we will all be paying the bill.  Access my reports online, at: 
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/assembly/asm23/news/media.htm. 
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