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Contact State Representative Joe Schmoe,  (608) 266-0000

Keeping Wisconsin Moving for Less

Assembly budget amendments will move up DOT projects while spending less

Riverbottom. . . One major highway project will be completed sooner than planned and other transportation items will be funded, under provisions passed by Assembly Republicans today.  According to state Representative Joe Schmoe (R-Riverbottom) the transportation package approved in the budget caucus today is one that is good for the state.

“We’ve got a tough job in this budget.  We’ve got to find ways to curtail state spending while at the same time making sure our families still get the services they need,” said Schmoe.  “Today’s package finds a way to achieve those goals in the area of transportation.”

The package passed today included provisions to:

· Move up the completion date for the Highway 10 construction project

· Prohibit state funds to be used for light rail projects in Milwaukee without voter approval

· Expand responsibilities of and penalties for motorists causing an accident not involving their vehicle

· Fund a location study and assessment for the Highway 15 US Hwy 45 project

· Require DOT to plan for capacity expansion as part of the Marquette Interchange Project

· Create a Corridor Planning Grant Program

(You will wish to personalize this list to reflect the interests of your district.)

“People in central Wisconsin have been waiting too long for the Highway 10 project to be completed,” said Schmoe.  “Today’s amendment will bring safer travel for people travelling through the heartland of Wisconsin.”

Some small-ticket items were approved today as well:

· Funding for an Elderly Transportation Bus for Kenosha County

· Funding for a Pedestrian/Bike Trail in Sheboygan

· Funding the Safe Rider program

· Funding for destination signs in Greendale

· Signage for the Veteran’s Memorial Cemetery in Clear Lake

· Funding for a study of automated driver’s license testing

(You will wish to personalize this list to reflect the interests of your district.)

“Safe Rider is an absolutely vital program,” said Schmoe.  “Keeping our roads safe from drunk drivers will save untold lives, and the price tag for helping make safer roads a reality was, in the case of Safe Rider, a small one.”

Schmoe said the package also included items like veterans motorcycle plates and changes in fees for driver license and vehicle registration and designation of a low-speed class of motor vehicle.

The transportation package passed today did not increase spending.  The Assembly GOP budget caucus also took up a package of justice- and corrections-related items that cut state spending by $15.5 million dollars.  Caucus debate will continue through the week.
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