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Providing clean, safe drinking water is
a critical function of local, state and feder-
al government agencies. Here in

Milwaukee, we have an excellent Water -

Works Department with major facilities in
my ownt legislative district on Milwaukee's
South Side,

But as Flint, Mich., shows, t}iéré are -

long-term and expensive needs throughout
the Great Lakes region, including right
nere in Milwaukee, to keep our water Sys-
tems up to current federal requirements
and ensure that everyone has atcess to
affordable and clean water. e
Our water infrastructure, put simply, is
very old and run-down, having been

installed during a simpler and smaller
America. Today’s costs of upgrading our.
sewer and water systems is enormous.
According to a 2013 - Environmental -
Protection -Agency report, an: estimated .
$384 billion is needed through 2030 to - ing
update water infrastructure on g national: -
level to ensure safe drinking water to.-

roughly 300 million residents. .

The Wisconsin Department of Natural - |

Resources has estimated that lead ‘pipe

replacement to the homeowners’ portion:
of a lead pipe service line would cost -

$3,000 per home — that’s several hundred
million dollars just in Milwaukee. When
these systems were originally built, cities
were just starting to grow and were
nowhere near 2016 population levels. I
recently sent a letter to Gov. Scott Walker

stressing the importance of replacing our" :
lead service lines and also the urgency:of

bringing the state in line with federal lead

level standards. Wisconsin categorizes
lead poisoning at lavels that are doubie the.
federal threshold. Our citizens shouldn’t .- _ 2
. Menomonee River and Valley

be subjected to the potentially deadly con-

sequences of twice as much lead in our

water. I
Like many citizens, I do not support for-
profit or commercial takeovers of our
water system. The Milwaukee
Metropolitan Sewerage District contracts
with Veolia Corp., but it is tightly regulat-
ed and accountable to local citizens and

elected officials,. The MMSD is running. -
well and has yielded not only cost savings

to taxpayers and improved water quality,
but positive economic impact to our local
economy. One economic report shows out-
put to the cifizens and taxpayers of $218.3
million, with 1,368 jobs supported, gener-

ating $57.2 million in annual wages and " - S SR
o (Rep:-Josh'Zepnick of Milwaukee, repre
- sents the 9th Assembly Distr

salaries.
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