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Stolen Valor Bill Poised for Assembly Vote
Legislation Unanimously Passes Committee

Madison- Today in a bipartisan vote, the Assembly Committee on State Affairs and Government Operations
unanimously passed the Wisconsin Stolen Valor Bill, authored by State Representative David Steffen (R-
Howard).

Last week during a public hearing, Rep. Steffen testified alongside Paul Fisk of the American Legion,
emphasizing the importance of state-level authority over cases involving Stolen Valor. Online access to military
medals, ribbons, and forms has better enabled perpetrators to falsify military records, sometimes in order to
receive benefits strictly designated for veterans. A state-level Stolen Valor law would remove the burden of
requiring a federal prosecutor to handle such cases.

“I am encouraged by the overwhelming bipartisan support for this measure. Stolen Valor is a crime committed
at the expense of businesses, non-profits, and individuals who have been duped into offering benefits and
money under false pretenses-but it is also committed at the expense of our veterans who are cheated out of their
rightly earned benefits by perpetrators of this crime,” commented Rep. Steffen.

Among those registering in favor of the bill were the Wisconsin Departments of Veterans Affairs, Military
Order of the Purple Heart, and Veterans of Foreign Wars. The Federal Bureau of Investigation Agents
Association submitted written testimony supporting the bill stating that, <...any person who makes fraudulent
claims about their military service does a grave disserve to the men and women who have sacrificed for our
country.”

The bill is now set to be voted on before the full Assembly, likely next week.
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