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Republican Governor 
Warren Knowles 

created the Office of Public 
Intervenor in 1967

Midwest Environmental Advocates 
is the only public interest 

environmental law center in 
Wisconsin that provides direct legal 

services to citizens and 
community groups 

MEA was founded when the Public 
Intervenor in the WI-DOJ was 

abolished in 1995

Citizens have extensive legal rights 
to clean water but often need legal 

services to assert their rights



Susan Davidson, M.D.
Maternal – Fetal Health

High Risk Obstetrics
MEA Board President

“The water we drink has profound impacts on 
health throughout the lifespan. Fetal life, 

childhood, adolescence and pregnancy are 
critical periods for exposure but all of us are at 

risk from consuming unsafe water”

“We have an obligation to ensure 
access to safe, clean drinking 

water, free from contaminates 
known to impact human health” www.ewg.org



LEAD
There is NO safe level of lead for infants and children 



Known carcinogens like PFAS 
are not regularly tested for 

PFAS



Nitrates

Researchers from 
Northeastern University and 

EWG published a peer 
reviewed paper in the Journal 
for Environmental  Research 

on their findings linking 
nitrates in water to a number 
of cancers. As reported by CBS 

News June 11, 2019

June 12, 2019



Heavy Metals

Large-scale earth disturbance can 
expose sulfide minerals to air & 

water and can leach heavy 
metals that end up in surface 

waters and groundwater creating  
health risks for families with 

private wells

(Arsenic, Copper, Lead & Mercury)



EPA letter notified WDNR of 75 points of deficiency in 
WI’s Clean Water Act wastewater permitting

MEA filed a Petition for Corrective Action on behalf 
of 16 WI citizens impacted by DNR’s failure to 

comply with EPA timeline

WI’s nonpartisan Legislative Audit Bureau releases report 
documenting decline in Clean Water Act

Enforcement  with only 33 citations out of 558 violations 
that warranted enforcement action

Statewide public health risks from public and private 
drinking water systems spur Water Quality Task Force

Clean Water Act WPDES Permits



US-EPA Notice to 
DNR of 

75 Deficiencies in 
Wisconsin’s Clean 

Water Act 
WPDES permitting 

program



When protective 
standards aren’t 

followed it hurts real 
people and the places 

they love

We the Public rely on 
the good men and 

women in our state 
agencies

If they don’t have the 
resources to do their 

jobs we all lose



Oct 2015 MEA Files Petition 
For Corrective Action

MEA represents 16 
Wisconsin citizens in 
a petition to EPA to 

get WI back into 
compliance with the 

Clean Water Act

All 16 people have 
worked for years in 

their communities to 
resolve water 

problems with little 
results

The DNR needs adequate 
resources to protect public 
health and  the water we all 

own together



Citizens take on the costs and 
burdens of protecting public 

health and public waters when 
adequate resources aren’t 

available to the professional 
men and women in our DNR



From 2005 through 2014, 
DNR issued Notices of 

Violation in 5.9 percent of 
the instances in which they 

should have been issued 
based on DNR’s policies. 

June 2016 Legislative Audit Bureau 
Report on DNR WPDES permit program

Sen. Robert Cowles, Co-Chair
Joint Legislative Audit Committee



Question:  WI Conservation Congress 2017 Spring Hearings YES NO MAJ. Yes No

Support continued efforts to address the 75 issues in WPDES 
permits program identified by EPA in 2011 

3344 406 Y 72 0

WCC work with the Legis. To take action needed to address 
remaining issues in WPDES program

3421 342 Y 72 0

Require public notice be sent to area residents within two mile 
radius upon application of high capacity well

4046 207 Y 72 0

Include the authority to suspend approvals for high capacity 
wells that have caused impact or impairment

3988 231 Y 72 0

All 72 Counties Support Clean Water Act improvements 
At 2017 Spring Conservation Congress Hearings

Wisconsinites from all walks of life and every political   
persuasion continue to work together for a clean water future



February 8, 2017
Citizens at the Capitol 

Calling for Action 

Citizens’ Water Coalition of Wisconsin www.cwcwi.org

http://www.cwcwi.org/


“While I’m happy to see these changes, 
implementing the recommendations from 

Audit Report 16-6 should have been an 
easy lift, but it hasn’t been. Water quality 

should be a bipartisan issue.“

Sen. Robert Cowles, Co-Chair
Joint Legislative Audit Committee

Senator Cowles public statement on the 
incorporation of SB31 into Budget to fund 4 
additional DNR staff for WPDES program as reported 
by the Wheeler Report June 11, 2019



We have all the talent we need  to 
realize a clean water future but 

adequate resources  are essential 
to success



Thank you for listening to people throughout 

Wisconsin as they share their concerns about the 
impact polluted water has on public health and the 

places they love

https://legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/committees/assembly/STF-WQ/

https://legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/committees/assembly/STF-WQ/
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