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At our core: A farmer-led water quality research and

educational program
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Results are from Wisconsin farms operated by
l sconsinos farm f ami
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Presentations, events and written materials serve as
valuable resources
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Lessons Learned
from Bragger Family Dairy
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ow do farm fields impact nearby streams?
How do soll and nutrient losses from cropland  and its first project,

compare to losses from pasture or woodland? located on Bragger Family Dairy, did just

Is there such a thing as zero loss? Can numbers.
from working farms be useful to policymakers?
What practices are effective in reducing soil and
nutrient loss? The UW Discovery Farms® Program
was founded in 2000 to answer these questions,

that. The project was the perfect blend of ideal
sites and exceptional partnerships and provided
reliable, actionable water quality data for
landowners and policymakers that is still being
used today.
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We work with farmers to monitor and understand their
Impact on surface water quality. The intersection of water
guality and agriculture is complicated.

Every farm and every management system has areas that
can be improved. Farmers are seeking continuous
Improvement.

Improvement depends on a balance of practices that
protect both surface water and groundwater.

: Q DISCOVERY
Extension {%} FARMS

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON
&/ WISCONSIN




Controlling soil losses is the first step to managing phosphorus
loss. but not the last.

Surface Runoff
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Till median: 0.30 Ib/ac
No-till median: 0.80 Ib/ac

Till median: 193 Ib/ac Till median: 0.79 Ib/ac

No-till median: 46 Ib/ac No-till median: 1.09 Ib/ac
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Nutrients are best applied close to when the crop needs
them and NOT close to when a runoff event is likely

\Y; Sldedress manure v Cover crop taken for small
V Irrigation grain
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Nutrients should be placed below the solil surface but not
with so much disturbance that soil loss becomes an issue

V Low disturbance incorporation
V' Into a living cover
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